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1 John 3:19-24
Confidence before God

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and 

we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if 

anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, 

yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide 

in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in 

deed and in truth. 

1 John 3:16-24

By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure 

our heart before him, whenever our heart condemns us, for 

God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 

Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive 

from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 

pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe 

in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 

just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his 

commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this 

we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has 

given us.

1. The Path to Confidence

• Testing if our love is true

• Humbling ourselves before God

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, 

for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

1 Peter 5:5

Jesus said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you 

love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third 

time, “Do you love me?” and Peter said to him, “Lord, you 

know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 

“Feed my sheep.”

John 21:17

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could 

stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be 

feared.

Psalm 130:3–4

1. The Path to Confidence

• Testing if our love is true

• Humbling ourselves before God

2. The Purpose of Confidence

• Approaching God in prayer

“See what kind of love the Father has given to 

us, that we should be called children of God; and 

so we are.” (1 John 3:1)


